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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XIII. Washington, D. C, January 14, 1.898. No. 2. 



Report of progress by officers of the Marine-Hospital Service detailed for the 
scientific investigation of yellow fever. 

Habana, Cuba, January 8, 1898. 

Sib: In compliance with your telegraphic order of November 11, 
and with subsequent verbal instructions, all material and supplies in 
use at New Orleans, La., in the investigation of the etiology of yellow 
fever then prevalent at that port, were shipped to this city, and Passed 
Assistant Surgeon H. D. Geddings and myself reached here on or about 
the 1st ultimo. 

Also the bacteriologic outfit at the Dry Tortugas quarantine station 
was shipped to and received at this port. Suitable quarters for the 
installation of the laboratory were obtained in the consulate build- 
ing, and the necessary tables, shelving, gas and water fixtures con- 
tracted for under emergency. In the meantime, through the courtesy 
of the consul-general, Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, we were enabled to meet 
and form pleasant relations with the military and civil authorities, 
through whom we are to receive those courtesies necessary to facilitate 
our research. Owing to our inability to get sufficient working room, 
there has resulted some delay, but from the 1st instant, an adjacent 
room, with which we obtain the use of steam from the local plant, has 
been added, and the laboratory for some time has been complete. 

The time necessary to the work of establishing the laboratory, and 
that incident to our introduction at both military and civil hospitals, 
has precluded much active bacteriologic work. However, the continua- 
tion of the work commenced in New Orleans is now well under way, and 
this week necropsic work has been commenced. At this season there is 
very little yellew fever in Habana, and our opportunities will be almost 
entirely limited to those cases which may occur in the military hospi- 
tals. It will be our endeavor to be able to report decided progress 
during January, and it is a pleasant duty to express our grateful appre- 
ciation of the courtesy and frank expressions of interest with which we 
have been received here. 

Very respectfully, Eugene Wasdin, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine -Hospital Service. 
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